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It is very common for organizations to use the Microsoft Office Suite to build and maintain 
training materials.  These materials might be used during instructor-led classes as presentation 
materials, student guides, instructor guides, lab exercise handouts, hardcopy tests, case study 
materials, etc.  These materials may also accompany standalone self-paced computer based 
training or be used as on-the-job aids.   
 
Organizations want to leverage these materials and repurpose them for self-paced, web-based 
training.  More importantly these organizations want to minimize the effort and training required 
to repurpose these materials.  Often the persons charged with these tasks may not have an 
instructional design or courseware engineering background.  Each material should be trackable 
using one of the industry standards (AICC or SCORM).  The student shouldn’t get credit for 
viewing the materials just by opening and immediately closing the lesson online.  Some level of 
control needs to ensure that the student is reading the materials. 
 
A secondary obstacle these organizations face is turning these individual training materials into a 
cohesive lesson plan (course outline).  It’s not enough to turn each material into a learning 
object.  Often times an authoring tool builds single learning objects and have no ability to 
assemble multiple learning objects into a single course.  In other words, these tools can only 
create single lesson courses.   
 
Articulate Presenter Pro 5 from Articulate and Lectora Integrator 2007 for Microsoft Powerpoint 
from Travantis are two popular tools used to repurpose Powerpoint slide decks into learning 
objects.  Powerpoint is the most common training material type but customers also have 
materials in Word, Excel, and Visio.  THESIS from HunterStone 
(http://www.hunterstone.com/thesis.asp or http://www.GetTHESIS.com ) provides the ability to turn 
Microsoft’s Powerpoint, Word, Excel, and Visio materials into learning objects as well as 
package multiple learning objects into a single course with multiple lessons and testing 
instruments. 
 
This document discusses how to use the THESIS Professional eLearning tool with the IBM 
Lotus Learning Management System V1 or IBM Lotus Workplace Collaborative Learning V2.   
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Microsoft Word 
 
Once THESIS Professional is installed on your local workstation you will see a new THESIS 
drop down option on the File menu as well as two new toolbar options highlighted in red below.  
Set Default Metadata Values works across the entire Office Suite.  The Show Preview will 
demonstrate how the content will look in the Delivery Server content frame.  I suggest playing 
with the content options in the preview before turning the Office document into a learning object.  
When you are ready to turn the Word document into a learning object, select Save with Thesis.   
 

 
 
Always select SCORM 1.2, Save with SCORM API, and ZIP file format for use with IBM Lotus 
learning software.  Optionally, the headers from the Word document can be used to construct a 
table of contents that is displayed to the left of the main document. 
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If you select Save using PurePage converter publishing option, the pages in your Word document 
will be preserved giving the student the flexibility to page forward, page backward, go to the first 
page, go to the last page, print, or jump to a specific page.  The student will see this toolbar on 
each page. 

 
If this option isn’t selected, the student will have to scroll through a very long single content 
page.  I highly recommend using the PurePage converter to improve usability. 
 
You should also click the IMS Metadata button.  The Item Title will show up as the Activity 
Title in the course outline once deployed to the IBM Lotus learning software.  The General 
Description will show up as the Activity Description in the IBM Lotus learning software.  The 
Lifecycle Status Value should be Final.  By default Thesis will use the Word document’s 
Properties Title for the Item Title and General Title.  None of the other metadata values will be 
revealed in the IBM Lotus learning software.  If you import this learning object directly into the 
IBM Lotus Authoring tool, all the metadata values will be imported.  If you add this learning 
object to the THESIS Learning Object Manager first, then import the THESIS Learning Object 
Manager SCORM package into the IBM Lotus Authoring tool, all these metadata values except 
the Item Title and General Description will be lost.  I recommend that you click the Settings 
button.  The Mastery Score is irrelevant for Word, Powerpoint, Excel, and Visio materials 
meaning even if you specify a score it will be ignored.  The Mastery Score is only useful for 
THESIS Tests created in the THESIS Learning Object Manager. 
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You can set the minimum time the student must have the content frame open in the IBM Lotus 
learning software in order for them to complete the lesson.  This threshold must be achieved in a 
single attempt.  The clock starts over for each attempt.  This setting prevents a student from just 
opening and closing a lesson to get credit.  The threshold doesn’t change with the number of 
pages or size of the content.  In other words, the student can spend the entire time on the first 
page to meet this threshold and never get to the subsequent pages.  I would suggest adding an 
introduction stating the student won’t receive a completion unless they read all pages. 
 

 
 
If the student says they finished the content but it shows as incomplete, review the debug 
tracking logs to see if the minimum content time threshold was reached. 
 
- LMSSetValue('cmi.core.session_time', '00:00:06') returned 'true'  
  
This one above was failed because 6 seconds is below the 10 second threshold. 
   
- LMSSetValue('cmi.core.session_time', '00:00:19') returned 'true'  
  
This latter entry completed because the 19 seconds met the 10 second threshold. 
 
THESIS Professional does a nice job rendering a rich text Word document.  Table structures, 
text formats, paragraph formatting, and text with hyperlinks (URLs) are preserved.  A Student 
Tools toolbar is added to the bottom of each content page.  If the student is half-way through a 
document, they can click Save Bookmark button before closing the lesson to save their location.  
The next time the student launches the lesson they can click Return to Bookmark button to return 
to this location.  This bookmarking feature worked with Word documents and Powerpoint slides 
but didn’t work with Excel spreadsheets.  
 
The student must click the Finish button after the threshold above is met to complete the lesson.  
Clicking the Cancel button even when the threshold is met will not complete the lesson. 
 
The next two pages show a few content pages as seen in the Preview feature or in the IBM Lotus 
learning software content window. 
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When the Word, Excel, Powerpoint, or Visio learning object is imported (directly or through 
Thesis Learning Object Manager) into the IBM Lotus Authoring tool, there is no need to change 
any default settings.  No need to change the Delivery Controls Completion Set by Content from 
false to true. 
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When the student clicks the Cancel button followed by the content frame Close, an incomplete 
(0% completion) will be recorded in the IBM Lotus learning software.  The activity’s progress 
indicator turns half blue showing that the student has started but not finished the lesson. 

 
 
When the student clicks the Finsh button (assuming they met the minimum content time 
threshold)  followed by the content frame Close, a complete (100% completion) will be recorded 
in the IBM Lotus learning software.  The activity’s progress indicator turns all blue. 
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Microsoft Excel 
 
From the spreadsheet you have the same THESIS menu options and toolbar choices as Word. 

 
 
You have the option to use the entire spreadsheet workbook in the learning object or just a 
specific worksheet.  Like Word, select the same options:  SCORM 1.2, Save with SCORM API, 
and ZIP file format. 
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The Excel spreadsheet’s Properties Title is used for the Item Title and General Title in the Thesis 
metadata.  The remaining metadata fields are populated with the default values.  Again set the 
minimum content time by clicking the Settings button.  Like Word the only two metadata values 
used by the IBM Lotus learning software are Item Title and General Description. 

 
 
As with Word documents, the student will complete (as shown below) the lesson activity if they 
met the minimum content time and click the Finish button.  Otherwise, the lesson will reflect 
incomplete (0% completion) with a half-blue progress indicator. 
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If you import the Thesis SCORM 1.2 output directly into the IBM Lotus learning software using 
the CLIMP utility or Course Upload (new feature in 2.7), the content will be displayed in the 
content frame of the IBM Lotus delivery server as shown below.  You must use the IBM Lotus 
Authoring tool to have the Thesis content opened into its own web browser content window. 

 
The spreadsheet tabs are actively used to display each Excel worksheet (Role and Role 
Assignment in these screenshots). 
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Microsoft Powerpoint 
 
You can select all slides or a sequence of slides to include in the lesson.  You may optionally 
display speaker’s notes that display below the slides or can be hidden (toggle) by the student.  
As before, select SCORM 1.2, Save with SCORM API, and ZIP file format. 

 
 
Click the Web Options button.  A slide outline is displayed to the left of the slides that picks up 
each slide title.  If you slides have animation, be sure to select the first appearance web option.  
Selecting slide navigation controls give the student the ability to go forward or backward one 
slide at a time or the ability to click any outline item to jump to that slide.  The default color is 
White text on black.  I recommend changing this to Black text on white to improve readability.  
Select a target monitor resolution that works on all displays in your organization.  I found the 
slide clarity was slightly better when allowing PNG as a graphics format.  I also recommend 
selecting the graphic option to Resize graphics to fit browser window.  
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This is the student’s view of the Powerpoint slide deck in the IBM Lotus learning software.  The 
outline can be expanded to show the text for each slide.  There is also a view full screen option in 
the lower right hand corner. 
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Thesis Learning Object Manager 
 
If you say YES to reporting when building a test, it will report the score in the content window 
along with a recap of each question and whether they were correct or incorrect.  This is the 
default question feedback.  You have the option to change the default feedback for correct and 
incorrect responses. 

 
If you say NO to reporting, then this message is displayed with no details. 

 
Here is an example showing custom feedback for correct and incorrect answers. 
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Whatever is displayed is the same information that is printed using the Print button.  No of the 
feedback includes the correct answer or answer key. 
 
Whether you select YES or NO to reporting, all the interaction data (question responses) are 
captured by the IBM Lotus learning software.  
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When the student fails the test, the score (50% in this screenshot) is passed back along with 
Failed status to the IBM Lotus learning software.  The completion amount will reflect 100%.  
The progress indicator turns red with a slash indicating the test was failed.  The student will not 
be able to retake the test to pass it.   

 
 
When the student passes the test, the score and Passed status is passed back.  Again the 
completion amount will reflect 100% but the progress indicator will now turn green. 
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To add a test click Add Test on the toolbar.  To add content to the course click the plus “ + “ 
icon.  The top level is the course and its children are lessons or tests.  The Item Title becomes the 
course title in the IBM Lotus learning software.  No other course metadata  is brought over to the 
IBM Lotus learning software whether imported (CLIMP) directly or imported through the IBM 
Lotus Authoring tool.  The up and down arrows can be used to reorder the lessons. 
 

 
 
When you add content, select Add SCORM package then navigate to the SCORM course 
package (zip file) created earlier by Thesis when in Word, Excel, Powerpoint, or Visio. 
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If you click the Options button you can set the Minimum Content Time as the course wide 
default which probably won’t suit all lessons (a downside).  I suggest not changing this default.  
It seems when the course is packaged up it uses each individual SCO’s Minimum Content Time.  
I don’t know will happen if you change the course default – it may change all the lessons. 
 

 
 
When you are happy with the course, click the Save button.  Select SCORM 1.2 and ZIP file 
format then choose a location for the SCORM 1.2 course package. 
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You should always import the Thesis output (with or without Thesis Learning Object Manager) 
into the IBM Lotus Authoring tool.  The IBM Lotus Authoring tool will assign a unique package 
id that the IBM Lotus learning software will recognize when course updates are imported.  
Otherwise whenever you update the Thesis content the IBM Lotus learning software will view 
the SCORM 1.2 package as a new course rather than an update.  No course number or package id 
is assigned in the Thesis SCORM 1.2 packages.  A secondary advantage of using the IBM Lotus 
Authoring tool is that you can assign a course number.  A third advantage is the IBM Lotus 
Authoring tool can set the Thesis content to open up in its own web browser window for 
improved readability.  A fourth advantage is the course description, keywords, and some 
metadata from the IBM Lotus Authoring tool will be recognized by the IBM Lotus learning 
software.  Importing a Thesis SCORM 1.2 package directly into the IBM Lotus learning software 
will not recognize anything but the course title, activity titles, and activity descriptions. 


